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1.0 Introduction 
 
This document describes (using examples) how to view BRERC data on the NBN 
Gateway (National Biodiversity Network Gateway) website: 
www.nbn.org.uk 
 
 
1.1 Pre-requisites: NBN Gateway access 
You need to have requested access to the NBN Gateway data.  Follow the details in 
the document: How to register on the NBN website and get access to BRERC data. 
 
 
1.2 Help on the NBN website 
1.2.1 NBN Help 
On the NBN Home page, click on the ‘Help’ tab.  On ‘The Help Desk’ page, click on 
faqs on the left hand side (frequently asked questions), then ‘using the gateway’. This 
can be used on the website or downloaded onto your PC. 
 
Faqs > using the gateway > Is there a guide on how to use the Gateway? > Gateway 
users guidebook 
 
 
1.2.2 NBN Useful Things 
On the NBN Home page, click on the ‘Useful things’ tab.  This has information on the 
NBN Gateway and other topics. 
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2.0 Accessing BRERC Data 
 
On the NBN Home page, click on the ‘Gateway’ tab.  This will take you to: 
www.data.nbn.org.uk 
 

 

2.1 Examples of accessing BRERC data on the NBN Gat eway website 

 

2.1.2 Public level of access 

BRERC records for fox (Vulpes vulpes) which are ava ilable with Public access 
 
Enter ‘fox’ into the ‘Search for Species or Sites’ box and click on the search button 
 

 
 
 
This will display a screen where you select the data for fox (Vulpes vulpes), and 
select ‘Interactive distribution map for Vulpes vulpes’ 
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The results screen for the UK distribution of Vulpes vulpes will be displayed: 
 

 
 
 
For detailed help on using the interactive map, click on the Questionmark next to the 
Interactive map title to get a pop-up help screen.  This has lots of useful information 
and explanations – more than is summarised in this document. 
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Scroll down the page to see the list of datasets that have been used to draw up this 
map, at the access level available to the public. 
 
Under the Bristol Regional Environmental Record Centre heading, it will list the latest 
dataset submitted by BRERC to the NBN Gateway.  It will also show the public level 
of access to this dataset. 
Eg Access at 1km resolution, download raw data; No access to sensitive data. 
To display only BRERC data, scroll down the page to the bottom of the list of 
datasets, and click on the ‘deselect datasets’ button.  Then scroll back up the list and 
select BRERC.  Scroll back up the page until the map is visible, and click on the 
‘Refresh the map’ button.  
 
To see the BRERC area in more detail, click on the map (in approximately the right 
place) to zoom in. Keep clicking on the map to zoom in further.  (You can 
deselect/select the BRERC data after this step if preferred) 
 
To move the map, click on the ‘Move map’ button on the left, then click and drag the 
map when the 4-headed arrow/cursor appears. 
 
At the public level of access, the map will display a map at the 1km square level of 
resolution.  In this example, 1km squares where fox(es) have been recorded in 
central Bristol are shaded turquoise; fox(es) recorded at the 2km level of resolution 
are shaded green. 
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2.1.2 NBN Gateway Registered users’ access 

BRERC records for fox (vulpes vulpes) which are ava ilable for users who have 
been granted further access to BRERC data – you wil l need to apply for further 
access 
 
Login to the NBN Gateway, and follow the same steps above.   
This time the distribution map will show the fox sightings recorded to the 100m level 
of resolution (full resolution).  These records are shown by the red spots on the map: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
To see more detail on the individual 100m records: 
Click on the ‘Select records’ button 
Click on a red spot 
Click on the ‘Query records’ button 
Then click on a red spot 
And a results page of the record details will be shown. 
 
If you have been given access to Sensitive records, then the sensitive information will 
be diaplayed.  If you don’t have access, then records will be listed as below 
(Sensitive=N). 
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To see more detail, click on the map link next to the record.  This will display another  
map, eg at the street map detail (for a 6-figure grid reference). 
 
 

 
 
 


