RIGS are Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites

The Group’s aim is to identify, survey, protect and promote geological & geomorphological
sites in the area of the former County of Avon —the modern Unitary Authorities of Bath &
North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire. RIGS are
selected for their educational, research, historical and aesthetic value.
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Editions of Outcrop are now available on-line, with colour
pictures, downloadable as PDF files from our website at:
www.brerc.org.uk/rigs/rigs_home.htm

This edition of Outcrop has been produced by Simon
Carpenter, Avon RIGS Chair with support from members
of the Avon RIGS Group.

Roger Clark, former Geology Curator at
Bristol City Museum, member of the Avon
RIGS Group and Editor of Outcrop, took
early retirement in October 2006. Roger
has been an active member of the Avon
RIGS Group since its inception over 25
years ago and has been editor of Outcrop
since taking over from Sarah Myles, former
BRERC Manager. Roger will be sadly
missed by the Avon RIGS Group. His
knowledge of the local geology, especially
building stones has played an important
part in the success of the group. Roger, as
a Bradford-on-Avon resident, will be
spending more time supporting the
Wiltshire RIGS Group in future and plans to
help with the geology collections at Devizes



Museum as well as Bradford-on-Avon
Museum where he is Honorary Curator.
Members of the Avon RIGS Group would
like to offer their grateful thanks to Roger
for all his support over the years and to
wish him all the best for the future.

Roger Clark at Bristol Museum

A new Sustrans Arts
installation to celebrate
William Smith

Sustrans, the UK's leading sustainable
transport charity, have recently
commissioned an art installation on the
route of the National Cycle Network near
Midford south of Bath to celebrate the life
and achievements of William Smith, the
father of English geology. Jerry Ortman, a
Bristol-based artist and sculptor created a
wonderful stone and metal structure
weighing several tons. The stone blocks
that make up the installation are based on
William Smith’s original list of strata, with
the oldest rocks at the bottom, the
youngest at the top.

William Smith’s relationship with the area
began in1794 when he was appointed
surveyor and resident engineer on the
Somersetshire Coal Canal. During the
construction of the canal he observed that
fossils could be used to identify different
rock strata. This observation, which was
documented by Smith for the first time is a
fundamental principle of geology and one
that continues to be celebrated and upheld
today. In 1799 while living at Tucking Mill
and with all his acquired knowledge of the
strata and the fossils contained within
them, he produced the first geological map
and coloured it to show the distribution of
the local rock strata.

Jerry’s installation was installed in
December 2006 near Wellow on the
Colliers Way, part of the National Cycle
Network Route 24. Part of the Colliers Way
runs close to the former route of the
Somersetshire Coal Canal and the home of
William Smith at Tucking Mill.

The Avon RIGS Group assisted Jerry
Ortman to source appropriate stone to use
in the art installation. The number of rock
types used in the installation are far less
than those included in William Smith’s list
as many of Smith’s rocks are too soft to
withstand the rigors of the weather. Where
possible, the rocks were sourced from local
guarries. Starting from the bottom and
working up, the stones used were as
follows:

Pennant Sandstone
Forest of Dean Stone, Forest of Dean

White Lias ‘Sun Bed’
Wessex Stone, Bishop Sutton, Bristol

Blue Lias
Ashen Cross Quarry, Somerset.

Inferior Oolite
Doulting Quarry, Somerset.

Great Oolite
Stoke Hill Mine, Limpley Stoke, Bath.

Forest Marble
Knockdown Quarry. Tetbury,
Gloucestershire.



Chalk (Melbourne Rock)

LaFarge Chalk Pit. Wiltshire.

The chalk was substituted with a cement
lookalike as the real thing was too friable to
use as part of the installation.

The new stone sculpture designed and constructed
by Jerry Ortman

Sustrans' extensive public art programme
complements cycling and walking routes
with permanent sculptures and artworks,
making journeys more fun and interesting.
The new installation celebrating the life and
achievements of William Smith was made
possible with sponsorship from ACE (Arts
Council England), SWERDA (South West
England Regional Development Agency)
and Somerset, Mendip and Bath & NE
Somerset Councils.

South Gloucestershire
project — an update

Members of the Avon RIGS Group, working
in partnership with South Gloucestershire
Council have been especially busy recently
finishing off some of the work associated

with the Aggregates Levy funded South
Gloucestershire project. Outcrop issue
No0.20 described a series of new geological
interpretation boards installed close to
important RIGS. These are intended to
promote South Gloucestershire’s wonderful
geological heritage to the public and to help
raise awareness of the need to conserve
and protect these valuable sites for the
future. There are a three more
interpretation boards to install before the
project comes to an end in March 2007.

The main thrust of recent work has been
the review of all RIGS in South
Gloucestershire. This has involved
members of the Avon RIGS Group visiting
over 70 RIGS to ensure that all site
documentation is up-to-date and to record
any changes of ownership, use and any
threats that may affect future access or
research.

The Group is also leading on an associated
piece of work to create a new website. This
will provide a more detailed picture of
geological and geomorphological features
in South Gloucestershire. A new printed
guide is also being produced to enable the
public to explore South Gloucestershire’s
earth heritage through time by focusing on
a number of key geological and
geomorphological sites.

The next issue of Outcrop will have more
details about the website and guide.

Continuing Education —
Geology and Earth

Sciences

Department of Earth Sciences,
University of Bristol Upcoming
Courses, Field Trips, Dayschools
and Study Tours

JANUARY 2007

Introduction to Geology. Tutor: Tom
Barklem BSc FRGS FGS. 10 meetings,
Tuesdays (10.30-12.00) from 16 January,



